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Criteria
Publisher
Language (for publication)
Geographic extent
Feature categories
Native value
Search functions
accessibility



Content
Comparison of selected examples of 

 global, 

 regional and 

 national servers/databases

according to common criteria:

Content

19 - 25/03/2018 Top Train Course, Manila, Philippines 3



Search for geographical names of countries and capitals

UNGEGN database

http://unstats.un.org/unsd
/geoinfo/geonames/
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/geonames/
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UNGEGN database

http://unstats.un.org/unsd
/geoinfo/geonames/
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/geonames/


Search for geographical names of countries and capitals

UNGEGN database

http://unstats.un.org/unsd
/geoinfo/geonames/
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Criteria
Publisher UNGEGN
Language (for publication) english
Geographic extent world
Feature categories Countries and cities (over 100.000)
Native value Endonyms, in all official UN 

languages
Search functions a multilingual, multiscriptual geo-

referenced geographical names
database

accesibility free

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/geonames/


GeoNames.NGA
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Search for geographical names through the GEOnet Names Server (GNS)
http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/

http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/


GeoNames.NGA

19 - 25/03/2018 Top Train Course, Manila, Philippines 8

Search for geographical names through the GEOnet Names Server (GNS)
http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/

http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/


GeoNames.NGA
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Search for geographical names through the GEOnet Names Server (GNS)
http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/, last accessed 04/2017

Criteria
Publisher National Geospatial-Intelligence

Agency (USA)
Language (for publication) english
Geographic extent world
Feature categories A = Administrative region

P = Populated place
V = Vegetation
L = Locality or area
U = Undersea
R = Streets, highways, roads, or railroad
T = Hypsographic
H = Hydrographic
S = Spot 

Native value Endonyms, exonyms
Search functions Simple search, download of

country files
accessibility free

http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/


Geonames.org
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http://geonames.org/

http://geonames.org/


Geonames.org
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http://geonames.org/

http://geonames.org/


Geonames.org
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http://geonames.org/

http://geonames.org/


Geonames.org
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http://geonames.org/

Criteria
Publisher Private company (Mark Wick, CH)
Language (for publication) english
Geographic extent world
Feature categories A = Administrative region

P = Populated place
V = Vegetation
L = Locality or area
U = Undersea
R = Streets, highways, roads, or railroad
T = Hypsographic
H = Hydrographic
S = Spot 

Native value Endonyms, exonyms, variants
Search functions Simple search, download of

country files
accessibility free

http://geonames.org/


Nominatim Open Street Map (OSM)
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https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/
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https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/


Nominatim Open Street Map (OSM)

Top Train Course, Manila, Philippines19 - 25/03/2018 16

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/


Nominatim Open Street Map (OSM)
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https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/

Criteria
Publisher OSM community
Language (for publication) Deutsch, English, français,                    

português, русский                           
· 한국어 · 日本語 · 中文（简体） · 
中文（繁體） …

Geographic extent world
Feature categories Nominatim indexes named (or numbered) features with 

the OSM data set and a subset of other unnamed 
features (pubs, hotels, churches, etc) 

Search terms are processed first left to right and then 
right to left if that fails. 

Native value Endonyms, exonyms, variants
Search functions Simple search
accessibility free

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/
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Antarctica Gazetteer
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https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/search.cfm

https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/search.cfm
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https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/search.cfm

https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/search.cfm


Antarctica Gazetteer
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https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/search.cfm

Criteria
Publisher Scientific Committee on Antarctic 

Research (SCAR), Programma 
Nazionale di Ricerche in Antartide 
(Italy)

Language (for publication) English
Geographic extent Antarctica
Feature categories information has been submitted by the national names 

committees from 22 countries

Native value Endonyms
Search functions Simple search, download of

country files
accessibility free

https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/search.cfm


Andalusian Gazetteer
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http://www.ideandalucia.es/nomenclator/form.jsp?lang=eng

http://www.ideandalucia.es/nomenclator/form.jsp?lang=eng


Andalusian Gazetteer
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http://www.ideandalucia.es/nomenclator/form.jsp?lang=eng

http://www.ideandalucia.es/nomenclator/form.jsp?lang=eng


Andalusian Gazetteer
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http://www.ideandalucia.es/nomenclator/form.jsp?lang=eng

Criteria
Publisher Instituto de Estadística y 

Cartografía de Andalucía 
Language (for publication) Spanish
Geographic extent Andalusia
Feature categories El Nomenclátor Geográfico de Andalucía es un proyecto

del Instituto de Estadística y Cartografía de Andalucía, 
iniciado en 2004, con la Base de Datos de Topónimos
1:10.000 (BTA10), que contiene actualmente unos
150.000 topónimos o identificadores geográficos
clasificados temáticamente en áreas adminisntrativas, 
entidades de población, hidrografía, medio físico terrestre
y marítimo, patrimonio, infraestructuras, actividades
industriales, extractivas, servicios y equipamientos.

Native value Endonyms, variants
Search functions Simple search, download of 

country files
accessibility free

http://www.ideandalucia.es/nomenclator/form.jsp?lang=eng
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Geoportal France
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https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/

https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/


Geoportal France
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https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/

https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/


Geoportal France
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https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/

https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/


Geoportal France

Top Train Course, Manila, Philippines19 - 25/03/2018 29

https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/

Criteria
Publisher Institut Géographique France 

(IGN-F)
Language (for publication) French
Geographic extent France
Feature categories Feature classes: agriculture, transport, ...

2D and 3D!

Native value Endonyms, variants
Search functions Simple search
accessibility free

https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/


New Zealand Gazetteer
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www.linz.govt.nz

http://www.linz.govt.nz/


New Zealand Gazetteer
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www.linz.govt.nz

http://www.linz.govt.nz/


New Zealand Gazetteer
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Criteria
Publisher New Zealand Geographic Board 

Ngā Pou Taunaha o Aotearoa 
(NZGB)

Language (for publication) English, Maori
Geographic extent New Zealand
Feature categories Hydrographic data, Geodetic data, Property, ownership 

and boundary data, Road, address and places data, 
Crown land data, Aerial imagery, Elevation data

Native value Endonyms, variants
Search functions Simple search, download of

country file
accessibility free

www.linz.govt.nz

http://www.linz.govt.nz/


Advanced Manual – to be published at 
the 11th UNCSGN
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 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/Training%20Manual.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/Training%20Manual.pdf


Advanced Manual – to be published at 
the 11th UNCSGN
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/Training%20Manual.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/Training%20Manual.pdf


UNGEGN website – searchable national 
names databases
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/geonames.html

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/geonames.html


Draft database of the Permanent 
Committe of Geographical Names

(StAGN)
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About 120 names
server, websites,…

To be published
through the
Permanent 
Committee on 
Geographical
Names (StAGN) 
website in 2018…
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Thank you for your attention!
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